
Feel like you’re swimming in the sky at Alpin Panorama Hotel Hubertus, overlooking Italy’s Dolomites. Photo by Manuel
Kottersteger, courtesy of Alpin Panorama Hotel Hubertus

When the temperature plummets during the winter months in the Northern Hemisphere, don’t pack away

your bathing suit and wait for summer’s return. Instead, ease into the therapeutic waters of a heated

outdoor pool. Enjoying a warm soak while you’re surrounded by snow-capped mountains, especially if

you’ve been out in nature all day, is heavenly. These 13 majestic hotels around the world prove that outdoor

swimming pools aren’t only for summer.

Alpin Panorama Hotel Hubertus

The cantilevered sky-high pool at Alpin Panorama Hotel Hubertus is heated to 91.4 degrees Fahrenheit, but it’s the views
that’ll have you melting. Courtesy of Alpin Panorama Hotel Hubertus

LOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATION: Sorafurcia (Bolzano), Italy

WHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE IT: An architecturally stunning soak in the sky

RATESRATESRATESRATES: From $1,380 (three-night minimum, including breakfast, afternoon snacks, and dinner)

BOOK NOW

Alpin Panorama Hotel Hubertus is a modern alpine hotel in South Tyrol in Italy’s Dolomites owned by the

Gasser family since 1968. A bold recent renovation by Italian design and architecture firm Noa included the

addition of a cantilevered sky pool floating 40 feet above the ground. The 82-foot-long pool is heated to 91.4

degrees Fahrenheit, so you can warm up there after a day on the slopes and gaze out at snow-capped

mountains. (The pool has a glass front and a window on its floor.)

Amangani

The 115-foot-long outdoor heated infinity pool at Amangani’s spa faces the Teton and Snake River mountain
ranges. Courtesy of Aman

ADVERTISEMENT

LOCATION :  LOCATION :  LOCATION :  LOCATION :  Jackson, Wyoming

WHY WE LOVE IT:  WHY WE LOVE IT:  WHY WE LOVE IT:  WHY WE LOVE IT:  The peak of luxury 20 minutes from Grand Teton National Park

RATES :RATES :RATES :RATES :  2026 rates to be announced when the hotel re-opens

The exclusive Amangani resort has a refined Wild West vibe inspired by the majesty of nearby national

parks Yellowstone and Grand Teton. Finished in quartzite and steaming with heat, the outdoor pool and

whirlpool—part of the property’s Jackson Hole Spa—are designed for relaxation after a day of skiing,

snowshoeing, dog sledding, or snowmobiling. The 115-foot-long infinity pool is also a glorious place to enjoy

views of the Teton and Snake River mountain ranges. (Note: Amangani is currently closed for renovations and will

reopen summer 2026.)

El Lodge Ski and Spa

El Lodge Ski and Spa in Andalusia has the only open-air, heated pool in the Sierra Nevadas. Courtesy of Small Luxury
Hotels of the World

LOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATION: Sierra Nevada (Granada), Spain

WHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE IT: An easy side trip from southern Spanish cities

LOYALT Y PROGRAM :  LOYALT Y PROGRAM :  LOYALT Y PROGRAM :  LOYALT Y PROGRAM :  SLH Club (Small Luxury Hotels of the World)

RATESRATESRATESRATES: From $1,575

BOOK NOW

Snow isn’t the first thing to come to mind when you think of southern Spain, but high in the mountains of

Andalusia, you can find this ski-in/ski-out alpine retreat blanketed in wintry white. The Sierra Nevada Ski

Station, part of a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve, has 124 pistes across 66 square miles of skiable terrain. After

a morning on the slopes, kick off après-ski at the resort’s outdoor restaurant, the Sun Deck (open until 4

p.m.), where firepits, faux-fur blankets, and hot cocktails keep guests warm. Afterward, make a beeline for El

Lodge Ski and Spa’s outdoor pool and hot tub, fashioned from Finnish timber.

Fairmont Banff Springs

Fairmont Banff Springs is in Banff National Park, a UNESCO World Heritage site and Canada’s first national park.
Courtesy of Fairmont

ADVERTISEMENT

LOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATION: Banff (Alberta), Canada

WHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE IT: A castle-like hotel at the gateway to Canada’s busiest national park.

LOYALT Y PROGRAM :  LOYALT Y PROGRAM :  LOYALT Y PROGRAM :  LOYALT Y PROGRAM :  Accor Live Limitless

RATESRATESRATESRATES: From $545 (US$395)

BOOK NOW

Within in an evergreen forest of the Canadian Rockies, the Fairmont Banff Springs was built by the

Canadian Pacific Railway in 1888. Nearly 140 years later, this massive luxury hotel with 724 rooms still

stands as a grand mountain getaway next to Canada’s most visited national park (4.2 million people in

2025). Nicknamed the “castle of the Rockies,” the historic resort features an indoor saltwater pool, a spa

with waterfalls and mineral pools, and an outdoor pool that guests can enjoy year-round, sun or snow. New

to these Rockies? Our first-timer’s guide to Banff has the lowdown on when, where, and how to visit.

Hôtel Mont-Blanc

LOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATION: Chamonix, France

WHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE IT: A chic place to sleep after an après-ski session

RATESRATESRATESRATES: From $660 during ski season

BOOK NOW

This chalet hotel in the fairy-tale village of Chamonix is home to a heated outdoor swimming pool and

Jacuzzi with views of Mont Blanc, the highest mountain in western Europe. After some of the best (and

most challenging) skiing in the Alps, winter-sports enthusiasts will appreciate ending each day in the

soothing hot tub at the Clarins spa. Or you could skip the skiing and enjoy a three-course meal paired with

an hour of spa access plus a treatment, available between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.

Related: Related: Related: Related: Onsen Soaks in Japan, Poutine in Canada, and Fondue in Switzerland—This Is Après-SkiOnsen Soaks in Japan, Poutine in Canada, and Fondue in Switzerland—This Is Après-SkiOnsen Soaks in Japan, Poutine in Canada, and Fondue in Switzerland—This Is Après-SkiOnsen Soaks in Japan, Poutine in Canada, and Fondue in Switzerland—This Is Après-Ski

Around the WorldAround the WorldAround the WorldAround the World

Hotel Ullensvang

The toasty heated pool at Hotel Ullensvang is ideal no matter the season. Courtesy of Hotel Ullensvang

ADVERTISEMENT

LOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATION: Lofthus, Norway

WHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE IT: A family-friendly stay with fjord views

RATESRATESRATESRATES: From $139

BOOK NOW

Set on the shore of a spectacular fjord in Norway with views over the Folgefonna glacier, the family-run (and

family-friendly) Hotel Ullensvang offers panoramic scenery in every season. Here you’ll be floating in the

hotel’s 288-foot, wraparound stream that connects an indoor pool to an outdoor infinity pool and is heated

to a balmy mid-80 degrees; the toasty sauna has the same mountain views. You don’t have to spend the

night to enjoy the pools; a visitor pass can be booked for approximately $30 (hours vary based on season).

Note that the hotel is closed annually from December to March.

Ion Adventure Hotel

The Ion Adventure Hotel in Iceland is surrounded by lava fields that provide geothermal heat. Courtesy of Ion Adventure
Hotel

LOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATION: Selfoss, Iceland

WHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE IT: Luxury on the Golden Circle route

LOYALT Y PROGRAM :  LOYALT Y PROGRAM :  LOYALT Y PROGRAM :  LOYALT Y PROGRAM :  Marriott Bonvoy

RATESRATESRATESRATES: From $351

BOOK NOW

This 45-room hotel in Iceland, powered by geothermal energy, is near the volcanic Mount Hengill, about 30

minutes by car from Reykjavík along the popular “Golden Circle” route. The Ion Adventure Hotel’s stark

aesthetic takes cues from its surrounding landscape and emphasizes sustainable construction, which is

evidenced by the use of locally salvaged driftwood throughout the hotel. Its nature-inspired, minimalist

design carries over to the Lava Spa, with an open-air soaking pool heated using geothermal energy from the

nearby volcanoes.

The hotel also sits close to the UNESCO-listed Thingvellir National Park, offering access to plenty of hiking

trails that lead to natural hot springs. You can even dive and snorkel the clear waters there. While you’re

soaking up natural warmth from the Earth, keep your eyes peeled for the northern lights dancing across

the sky.

ADVERTISEMENT

Krallerhof

The adults-only Atmosphere spa at Krallerhof has a heated outdoor pool and an even hotter one indoors. Photo by
HGEsch Photography, courtesy of Krallerhof

LOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATION: Leogang, Austria

WHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE IT: An adults-only multi-pool spa

RATESRATESRATESRATES: From $320

BOOK NOW

You could spend your entire visit to the 124-room Krallerhof, 46 miles southwest of Salzberg, cooling off

and heating up in its adults-only Atmosphere spa. The centerpiece of this temple to wellness its Olympic-

size outdoor pool, set right on a man-made lake and heated to 86 degrees Fahrenheit year-round. Inside the

spa, the Blue Grotto is a 95-degree pool whose wavy wooden walls imitate a grotto. And if you’re the type

who enjoys suffering a bit before sinking into a warm bath, dip into the outdoor cold plunge pool, or dare to

sit on the swing in the 14-degree Ice Grotto.

Nishimuraya Hotel Shogetsutei

Nishimuraya Hotel Shogetsutei has public onsens (split by gender) as well as baths that guests can book
privately. Courtesy of Nishimuraya Hotel

LOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATION: Toyooka, Japan

WHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE IT: After a soak, tuck into beautifully plated local specialties like seasonal
Matsuba crab and wagyu beef.

RATESRATESRATESRATES: From $225, including a kaiseki dinner, breakfast, and hot springs access.

BOOK NOW

Not technically a pool, the Japanese onsen is a deeply traditional communal hot springs bath, separated by

gender. (However, unlike in most communal pools, onsen etiquette requires soaking without a swimsuit.)

About 100 miles northwest of Kyoto in the scenic forests around Mount Kuruhi, Nishimuraya Hotel

Shogetsutei is a hot-springs ryokan (traditional Japanese inn) that has both indoor and outdoor onsens and

is known for kaiseki (multi-course) dinners with local ingredients. There are also some peaceful onsen that

can be booked for private soaks, should you be feeling shy. (If you’re looking to go pool-hopping around the

country, we have seven more top-notch onsen in Japan to recommend.)

ADVERTISEMENT

Residences at the Little Nell

The rooftop pool deck at Residences of the Little Nell overlooks the world-famous ski slopes of Aspen Mountain. Photo
by Shawn O’Connor

LOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATION: Aspen, Colorado

WHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE IT: Hotel amenities with the space of an apartment

RATESRATESRATESRATES: From $1,269 during ski season (from $500 the rest of the year)

BOOK NOW

At the edge of Aspen, Colorado, the Little Nell ski resort is the only luxury hotel that offers ski-in/ski-out
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13 Toasty Outdoor Pools in Snowy Places

Winter weather isn’t just for skiing or sledding—it can also be for taking long, relaxing
soaks in steaming pools surrounded by snowy scenery.

WHERE TO TRAVEL NEXT>

READ NEXTREAD NEXTREAD NEXTREAD NEXT

Go It Alone: Where to Hike,
Meditate, and Breathe Among
Trees This Year, All on Your Own

My Favorite Wellness Travel Tip?
Take Your Kids. Really.

Arizona Desert Waters, Historic
Virginia Baths, a Colorado Mining
Town Spa—the Best U.S. Hot
Springs Resorts

DESTINATIONS TRIP IDEAS TIPS + NEWS HOTELS JOURNEYS PODCASTS SUBSCRIBE

https://www.hotel-hubertus.com/en
https://slh.com/hotels/el-lodge-ski-and-spa
https://fave.co/49HiCxO
https://en.hotelmontblancchamonix.com/winter
https://www.hotelullensvang.no/
https://fave.co/4jFc9aZ
https://www.krallerhof.com/en/
https://www.nishimuraya.ne.jp/shogetsu/en/
https://www.thelittlenell.com/residences
https://www.hotel-hubertus.com/en
https://www.aman.com/resorts/amangani
https://www.afar.com/travel-guides/united-states/wyoming/yellowstone-national-park/guide
https://www.afar.com/places/grand-teton-national-park-moose
https://www.aman.com/resorts/amangani/wellness-experience
https://www.afar.com/magazine/tasty-toasty-cocktails-from-around-the-world-to-keep-you-warm-this-winter
https://ellodge.com/
http://www.fairmont.com/banff-springs/
https://www.afar.com/magazine/underrated-national-parks-in-canada
https://www.afar.com/magazine/the-essential-guide-to-visiting-banff-national-park
https://www.hotelmontblancchamonix.com/en/spa-clarins/
https://www.afar.com/magazine/essential-guide-to-apres-ski
https://www.hotel-ullensvang.no/en/
https://www.hotelullensvang.no/aktiviteter/fjordbad
https://ionadventure.ioniceland.is/
http://ionadventure.ioniceland.is/
https://www.thingvellir.is/en/
https://www.thingvellir.is/en/things-to-do/diving/
https://www.afar.com/magazine/the-worlds-best-places-to-see-the-northern-lights
https://www.krallerhof.com/en/
https://www.krallerhof.com/en/wellness-spa/atmosphere
https://www.afar.com/magazine/a-beginners-guide-to-japanese-onsen-etiquette
http://www.nishimuraya.ne.jp/shogetsu/english/
https://www.afar.com/magazine/best-onsen-hot-springs-japan
https://www.thelittlenell.com/
https://www.afar.com/travel-inspiration
https://www.afar.com/authors/nicole-trilivas
https://www.afar.com/authors/sophie-friedman
https://www.afar.com/travel-inspiration/where-to-go-now
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=430098855326056&display=popup&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.afar.com%2Fmagazine%2F11-toasty-outdoor-pools-in-snowy-places
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/bookmarklet/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.afar.com%2Fmagazine%2F11-toasty-outdoor-pools-in-snowy-places&description=13%20Toasty%20Outdoor%20Pools%20in%20Snowy%20Places&media=https://afar.brightspotcdn.com/24/3e/3e43c0464cb78d2d0f95ad911529/pool-at-hotel-hubertus-in-winter-manuel-kottersteger.jpg
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.afar.com%2Fmagazine%2F11-toasty-outdoor-pools-in-snowy-places&text=13%20Toasty%20Outdoor%20Pools%20in%20Snowy%20Places
javascript:window.print()
https://www.afar.com/magazine/solo-wellness-trips-to-book-in-2021
https://www.afar.com/magazine/kid-friendly-hot-springs-for-a-family-wellness-getaway
https://www.afar.com/magazine/the-best-hot-springs-hotels-in-the-u-s
https://www.afar.com/
https://www.afar.com/travel-guides
https://www.afar.com/travel-inspiration
https://www.afar.com/tips-and-news
https://www.afar.com/hotels
https://www.afar.com/journeys
https://www.afar.com/podcasts
https://w1.buysub.com/pubs/AF/AFA/self_static418_USonly_14.jsp?cds_page_id=223701&cds_mag_code=AFA&id=1671668682169&lsid=23551824421045966&vid=1&cds_response_key=I8300


access to Aspen Mountain. The hotel has an impressive outdoor swimming pool, but it’s at the Residences

at the Little Nell (two- to four-bedroom condos available to own or rent) where visitors will find a truly

unrivaled rooftop pool and hot tub. With 360-degree views of the surrounding Rockies, guests can enjoy a

glamorous soak in the heated outdoor pool while snow flurries twirl overhead. Food and drinks are served

poolside from June to October, weather permitting. In the spring and summer, the rooftop’s “water garden”

landscaping feeds bees and butterflies.

Riffelalp Resort

The heated outdoor pool at Riffelalp Resort faces the Pennine Alps near the border of Switzerland and Italy. Courtesy of
Leading Hotels of the World

LOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATION: Zermatt, Switzerland

WHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE IT: Europe’s highest outdoor pool

LOYALT Y PROGRAM :  LOYALT Y PROGRAM :  LOYALT Y PROGRAM :  LOYALT Y PROGRAM :  Leaders Club (Leading Hotels of the World)

RATESRATESRATESRATES: From $700 (three-night minimum)

BOOK NOW

At more than 7,200 feet above sea level, Riffelalp Resort is home to Europe’s highest outdoor pool. And at

96.8 degrees Fahrenheit, it’s certainly toasty after a day on the slopes. The ice-blue pool is the highlight of

Spa 2222m at Riffelalp Resort, the highest spa in Europe. The open-air pool looks directly on to the

majestic Matterhorn, which feels close enough to smack with a snowball.

ADVERTISEMENT

The mountain resort’s wellness center also includes an indoor pool heated to 86 degrees, as well as a steam

cave, Finnish sauna, and grotto of saline baths and waterfalls. It’s not easy to reach—getting to the Swiss

resort takes an Alpine railway and a snowmobile—but the panoramic views you’ll enjoy of the Pennine Alps

from this heated outdoor pool are worth the uphill journey.

Ski Portillo

Hit the slopes during the Northern Hemisphere’s summer by skiing in Chile. Photo by Tamara Susa

LOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATION: Los Andes, Chile

WHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE IT: Summer skiing for Northern Hemisphere powder hounds

RATESRATESRATESRATES: From $2,000 during ski season for a three-night full-board package that includes lift tickets

BOOK NOW

Located near the border with Argentina, Ski Portillo is a dream mountain resort in the heart of the Chilean

Andes that welcomes solo travelers, families, and groups, and beginner and expert skiers alike. A 2.5-hour

drive from Santiago, its secluded, mountainous terrain attracts avid skiers and snowboarders from around

the world every year. Portillo is known for its sunny weather during ski season, which runs from June

through September (Chile being in the Southern Hemisphere).

Still, you don’t necessarily need to venture to the slopes to enjoy the area. The Portillo lodge has a heated

outdoor pool deck. You’ll soak in warmth while overlooking the crystal waters of Laguna del Inca, an alpine

lake that’s associated with the Inca legend of princess Kora-llé, who was buried in the lake after falling off a

cliff.

ADVERTISEMENT

Wachtelhof: House of Hütter

LOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATION: Hinterthal, Austria

WHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE ITWHY WE LOVE IT: Postcard-perfect chalet-in-the-Alps vibes

RATESRATESRATESRATES: From $430

BOOK NOW

It’s easy to hide away at the impeccably appointed Wachtelhof: House of Hütter, a cozy, upscale mountain

lodge among the powdery slopes of the Austrian Alps. The ski-in/ski-out chalet has 29 cozy rooms and a

17th-century farmer’s lodge turned spa, which looks like a gingerbread house dripping with icing. The

Heurigen Spa fuses Old World accents (antlers, timber beams, and roaring fires) with contemporary luxury,

boasting three different saunas—Finnish, herbal, and infrared—plus a 93-degree outdoor pool lit by

lanterns under snow-capped pine trees.

This article was originally published in 2018 and updated on January 22, 2026, with current information. Sophie

Friedman contributed to the reporting of this story.
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